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Publications of the Week

The Fibroblast Epigenome Underlies SS18::SSX-Mediated Transformation
in Synovial Sarcoma

First Authors: Lesley Hill (pictured) and Wilder Scott | Senior Author: Michael Underhill
Nature Communications | Biomedical Research Centre, BC Cancer, Michael Smith Genome Sciences Centre, and UBC

Despite recent advancements in our understanding of synovial sarcoma (SyS)
biology, the cell-of-origin remains undefined. A mesenchymal stromal cell (MSC)
specific CreERT2 line was employed to express SS18::SSX in fibroblasts and
related cell types. This study demonstrated that SyS tumorigenesis involves the
induction and maintenance of an embryonic-like MSC phenotype.

Abstract | Press Release
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Awards

Three Researchers Receive Funding Through the UBC-BC Cancer
Academic Enhancement Fund Competition 2025

BC Cancer Research

The UBC-BC Cancer Academic Enhancement Fund Competition 2025 supports
research projects that either foster collaboration across multiple BC Cancer or
address disparities in cancer prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and outcomes.
Three researchers were awarded this year: Drs. Irene Yu, Maria Ho, and Guliz

Ozgun (pictured). Read More

MSL Researchers Awarded BC Knowledge Development Funds
UBC Michael Smith Laboratories (MSL)

Drs. Marco Marra and Marco Todesco (pictured) have been awarded grants
through the British Columbia Knowledge Development Fund (BCKDF). Through the
BCKDF and additional funding sources, Dr. Anna Blakney also received funding to
support the acceleration of drug development as a part of Canada’s Immuno-

Engineering and Biomanufacturing Hub. Read More

Dr. Kevin Afra Awarded 2025 Sherrold Haddad Excellence in Medicine

UBC Faculty of Medicine

UBC Clinical Assistant Professor Dr. Kevin Afra (pictured) has been awarded the
2025 Sherrold Haddad Excellence in Medicine Award from Surrey Hospitals
Foundation. This honour celebrates UBC clinical faculty whose dedication and
innovative research are transforming patient care at Surrey Memorial Hospital and
across the Fraser region. Read More
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Local News

HLI Provides Grant Writing Insights

The Centre for Heart Lung Innovation (HLI)

On November 12, 2025, HLI investigators Drs. Pat Camp and Graeme Koelwyn,
and Science and Grant Writers Drs. Kasia Adolphs and Evan Phillips participated in
a Providence Research (PR) Trainee Collaborative Grant Writing Workshop. During
the session, moderated by PR Research Director Dr. Scott Tebbutt, panelists

shared key strategies for writing fellowship and grant applications. Read More

Nice Genes! Menopause Mysteries

Genome BC

In this episode of the Nice Genes! Podcast, Dr. Kaylee Byers (pictued) unpacks the
science behind menopause. She calls on educator Shirley Weir to understand what
menopause and perimenopause actually are and why so many people feel
dismissed when they try to get answers. Plus, reproductive genomics researcher

Dr. Aspasia Destouni reveals what our genes can teach us about the rebellious
internal clock that drives ovarian aging. Read More

Rewriting the Playbook on Genetic Counselling

Genome BC

As genetic testing becomes part of routine health care, one question looms large:
who helps patients make sense of it all? Led by Dr. Alison Elliott from BC Children’s
Hospital and UBC and a national team that included Dr. J9 Austin (pictured), the
GenCOUNSEL project reimagined how Canadians access and experience genetic
counselling. Read More

The Year of the T,¢4s: The Latest Discoveries by the Levings Lab

BC Children’s Hospital Research Institute

Dr. Megan Levings (pictured) and her team recently published two papers on the
very different functions and uses of regulatory T cells (Tyggs). Tregs are immune

cells that help to rein in immune responses to ensure that they don't go too far and
begin harming healthy tissues in their pursuit of foreign invaders. Researchers are

still uncovering the many ways in which Tregs €anN be used to improve health.

Read More

Provincial Funding Boosts Development of Made-in-B.C. Medicines
UBC Faculty of Medicine

Provincial funding for Canada’s Immuno-Engineering and Biomanufacturing Hub
(CIEBH), a national initiative led by UBC, is set to usher in a new era of made-in-
B.C. medicines that will strengthen Canada’s ability to respond rapidly to urgent
health challenges. The Government of B.C. announced $33 million for research

infrastructure associated with CIEBH. Read More
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Interesting Articles

Launch of New Canada Impact+ Research Training Awards

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada

To support the recruitment of top international research talent, the Government is
launching the Canada Impact+ Research Training Awards. With a $133.6 million
investment over three years, the Canada Impact+ Research Training Awards will

support the recruitment of doctoral students and postdoctoral researchers, securing

e

the current and future talent needed to drive innovation and growth in our strategic
industries. Read More

Science Exposed

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC)

Science Exposed is a contest organized by NSERC and devoted exclusively to
images of scientific research in all fields of study. Submissions are open for 2026.
Submit before February 9, 2026 for your image to be considered and showcased
across the country. Previous finalists have included Vancouver-based researchers
like Dr. Aaron Danda (finalist image pictured). Read More

View All Interesting Articles € | Submit an Article

[¥] Upcoming Events in Vancouver

January 23 Life Sciences BC’s 71" Annual Career Connect Day 2026
9:00 am Vancouver Convention Centre East

January 28 Kiuryaq

8:00 pm Chan Centre

February 7 Nature Club: Fish

10:30 AM Beaty Biodiversity Museum

February 13 Peter W. Hochachka Memorial Lecture with Dr. Charles Darveau
12:00 PM Michael Smith Laboratories

February 25 11th Annual Access to Innovation
8:00 AM Vancouver Convention Centre West

View All Events &) | Submit an Event @

i) Science Jobs in Vancouver

Research Associate
UBC

Collaborative Services Project Manager
Canada's Michael Smith Genome Sciences Centre

Clinical Research and Trials Coordinator
BC Cancer

Laboratory Assistant, Specialty Assay
ALS

Senior/Principal Medical Writer
Trilogy

View 68 Other Science Jobs & | SubmitaJob ©

() STEMCELL Jobs in Vancouver

Scientific Recruiter
STEMCELL Technologies

Scientific Inside Sales Representative
STEMCELL Technologies

Senior Process Engineer
STEMCELL Technologies

Customer Support Associate
STEMCELL Technologies

Talent and Orientation Associate
STEMCELL Technologies

View 20 Other STEMCELL Jobs &

Advanced Intestinal and Hepatic Organoids R 7 B STEMCELL’

Weblnar by Rlya Sharma A WATCH NOW >

Submit your articles and events by reaching out to us at info@scienceinvancouver.com.

EROUGHT TO YOU BY

P STEMCELL"

TECHMNOLOGIES

STEMCELL Technologies STEMCELL Science News The Stem Cell Podcast

Products | Services Free Weekly Updates on Your Field Interviews and Updates
on Stem Cell Science

SCIENCE IN THE CITY is an official mark of McMaster University and it is used
and registered by STEMCELL Technologies Canada Inc. in Canada with the consent of McMaster University.


https://scienceinvancouver.com/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=6d53619c8b964009a7d46c5219c8e3cb
https://scienceinvancouver.com/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=6d53619c8b964009a7d46c5219c8e3cb
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-025-65850-5?elqTrackId=f697e5ef9084491eb8004af8f624fe86
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-025-65850-5?elqTrackId=f697e5ef9084491eb8004af8f624fe86
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-025-65850-5?elqTrackId=f697e5ef9084491eb8004af8f624fe86
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-025-65850-5?elqTrackId=f697e5ef9084491eb8004af8f624fe86
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-025-65850-5?elqTrackId=811a3d26c5034819a73b7a27ca3af8c4
https://www.tfri.ca/updates/news/news-item/terry-fox-funded-researchers-uncover-the-origin-of-an-aggressive-sarcoma-of-adolescents-and-young-adults?elqTrackId=0ae8cc12e7d54da2b454540e361f14de
https://scienceinvancouver.com/category/publicationoftheweek/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=073a869514bd4d12b40cd812bd2584f4
https://www.bccrc.ca/articles/three-researchers-receive-funding-through-ubc-bc-cancer-academic-enhancement-fund?elqTrackId=9dcfdd8711ff41ba9cfa24ceb86c8343
https://www.bccrc.ca/articles/three-researchers-receive-funding-through-ubc-bc-cancer-academic-enhancement-fund?elqTrackId=9dcfdd8711ff41ba9cfa24ceb86c8343
https://www.bccrc.ca/articles/three-researchers-receive-funding-through-ubc-bc-cancer-academic-enhancement-fund?elqTrackId=5bd66a210a1648ad843ffc5f3d92bb44
https://www.msl.ubc.ca/msl-researchers-awarded-bc-knowledge-development-funds/?elqTrackId=fe9c10068d4e4942b66a47d31ac986bf
https://www.msl.ubc.ca/msl-researchers-awarded-bc-knowledge-development-funds/?elqTrackId=ef6365e8c1da45da9743928ad35658ea
https://www.med.ubc.ca/news/dr-kevin-afra-awarded-2025-sherrold-haddad-excellence-in-medicine-award-recipient/?elqTrackId=ace786ff38be40109dbfb5b532f1cc13
https://www.med.ubc.ca/news/dr-kevin-afra-awarded-2025-sherrold-haddad-excellence-in-medicine-award-recipient/?elqTrackId=917d014714c5448fb548c67858790be3
https://scienceinvancouver.com/category/awards/featuredawards/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=b73b68dce724494995d0f575825a35c8
https://scienceinvancouver.com/category/featuredawards/monthlyawardsummaries/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=1277a2abc1db43fdbb03dcbbe0b9cd53
https://www.hli.ubc.ca/2025/12/hli-provides-grant-writing-insights/?elqTrackId=cbb10cca1b27469a9577c034069be39a
https://www.hli.ubc.ca/2025/12/hli-provides-grant-writing-insights/?elqTrackId=9bb3c12252504d74b7def54e2e9a0462
https://www.genomebc.ca/menopause-mysteries/?elqTrackId=e322c38f860b4ae9a78c08b776df6389
https://www.genomebc.ca/menopause-mysteries/?elqTrackId=73fd7b41aeaf434e8896aab75666abc3
https://www.genomebc.ca/blog/rewriting-the-playbook-on-genetic-counselling?elqTrackId=d385b76ab96645e7a3536f26dc4f4560
https://www.genomebc.ca/blog/rewriting-the-playbook-on-genetic-counselling?elqTrackId=25f329dabaa948e08d88c831b2738d97
https://bcchr.ca/news/year-treg-latest-discoveries-levings-lab?elqTrackId=747261d5e80f46959cc22ecd97425c7b
https://bcchr.ca/news/year-treg-latest-discoveries-levings-lab?elqTrackId=d3449ba2c733494c893b01b508b5a199
https://www.med.ubc.ca/news/provincial-funding-boosts-development-of-made-in-b-c-medicines/?elqTrackId=e7a853cc34c348b4904ecd6a05000ea2
https://www.med.ubc.ca/news/provincial-funding-boosts-development-of-made-in-b-c-medicines/?elqTrackId=e3a628a6b06d48899d1972d740f33237
https://scienceinvancouver.com/category/localnews/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=b73b68dce724494995d0f575825a35c8
https://scienceinvancouver.com/user-submitted-posts/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=1277a2abc1db43fdbb03dcbbe0b9cd53
https://nserc-crsng.canada.ca/en/news/launch-new-canada-impact-research-training-awards?elqTrackId=c78a28810b4047908ad37e425f1978a8
https://nserc-crsng.canada.ca/en/news/launch-new-canada-impact-research-training-awards?elqTrackId=a6c637ea94324e3c9bcf87010fb7945e
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/ScienceExposed-PreuveParLimage/index_eng.asp?elqTrackId=cd4a58d1db95481492afd9cad4dfd420
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/ScienceExposed-PreuveParLimage/index_eng.asp?elqTrackId=be1834da6ac2437599b1b01e5b574a92
https://scienceinvancouver.com/category/interestingarticles/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=b73b68dce724494995d0f575825a35c8
https://scienceinvancouver.com/user-submitted-posts/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=1277a2abc1db43fdbb03dcbbe0b9cd53
https://scienceinvancouver.com/event/life-sciences-bcs-7th-annual-career-connect-day-2026/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&elqTrackId=b660e1a3001e4aba818e9821cf94d307
https://scienceinvancouver.com/event/kiuryaq/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&elqTrackId=09d34df58b0141d89803eb78ebf1a74d
https://scienceinvancouver.com/event/nature-club-fish/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&elqTrackId=8518a3152b314a25a61889521a266a46
https://scienceinvancouver.com/event/peter-w-hochachka-memorial-lecture-with-dr-charles-darveau/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&elqTrackId=83da57100a5e4825b43cabea41a8d68a
https://scienceinvancouver.com/event/11th-annual-access-to-innovation/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&elqTrackId=63dd30b197084012a993dc5aff68aa8a
https://scienceinvancouver.com/events/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=4f243325238149d68ef7d567a3f30489
https://scienceinvancouver.com/submit-an-event/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=7d0b03c479ea44dca044c3794a2f2efb
https://scienceinvancouver.com/job/the-university-of-british-columbia-vancouver-bc-31-research-associate/?elqTrackId=789f473eabb048f8b29de7a4f5e1f40a
https://scienceinvancouver.com/job/canadas-michael-smith-genome-sciences-centre-vancouver-bc-33-collaborative-services-project-manager/?elqTrackId=4eb07277bb38445facbe82d6d4d0458b
https://jobs.phsa.ca/job/clinical-research-and-trials-coordinator-bc-cancer-vancouver-0?elqTrackId=c4290eab18b54079b8818a734034ce80
https://alsglobal.wd103.myworkdayjobs.com/External/job/North-Vancouver-British-Columbia-Canada/Laboratory-Assistant--Specialty-Assay_R3281?elqTrackId=1113b91ada094deab3c7a9524ce258de
https://trilogy.bamboohr.com/careers/99?src=LinkedIn&elqTrackId=f4b8527c848c4ca299680329a7e9e714
https://scienceinvancouver.com/jobs/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=69a9e03cdd0e48d2869d94ef2a2ce7b2
https://scienceinvancouver.com/submit-job-form/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=7fab329a43fe44d1aa645c74d8559e1d
https://jobs.stemcell.com/job/vancouver/scientific-recruiter/8172/87069716880?elqTrackId=aedf8c10b8b54cb39ff8c68aee3f11b1
https://jobs.stemcell.com/job/vancouver/scientific-inside-sales-representative/8172/88537847648?elqTrackId=4d2f0ae4392040209926dcbaa703de1a
https://jobs.stemcell.com/job/burnaby/senior-process-engineer/8172/86601042864?elqTrackId=05f24eee7d7d46c5bde80a7a647d27ed
https://jobs.stemcell.com/job/vancouver/customer-support-associate/8172/89561853456?elqTrackId=b6664f2eedf74d639645aa695a0c301d
https://jobs.stemcell.com/job/vancouver/talent-and-orientation-associate/8172/89626205392?elqTrackId=b56937b7cb58493bb8d9095f05867016
https://jobs.stemcell.com/search-jobs?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=99ff02bdaee04643af01661feae45f43
https://www.stemcell.com/technical-resources/educational-materials/videos-and-webinars/isscr-2025-advancing-organoid-models-for-intestinal-and-hepatic-research.html?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&elqTrackId=2ba0641dce5e4c78982066c9def5505c
https://www.stemcell.com/technical-resources/educational-materials/videos-and-webinars/isscr-2025-advancing-organoid-models-for-intestinal-and-hepatic-research.html?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&elqTrackId=2ba0641dce5e4c78982066c9def5505c
mailto:info@scienceinvancouver.com
https://www.stemcell.com/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=2b40b2cfc8644f17b4094d1625b6d9ac
https://www.stemcell.com/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=2b40b2cfc8644f17b4094d1625b6d9ac
https://www.stemcell.com/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=238c8004803c471d9e99c0ed7e54ee3d
https://www.stemcell.com/products/product-types.html?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=17ff2dba06554efd81dc7ce8009893f0
https://www.stemcell.com/services.html?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=fb71c8f2bc01489b9a57e58ecc77d924
https://www.stemcellsciencenews.com/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=04291e5bff7748d2925dc5f7fa9460a4
https://www.stemcellsciencenews.com/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=703a9dc3506140dca85fa645b7384607
http://stemcellpodcast.com/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=ba1698ce85134d92ab3fea995ab2d839
http://stemcellpodcast.com/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=aa2dee344d4a41b3a216fd0083745b69
http://stemcellpodcast.com/?utm_source=sitc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=scm_static&elqTrackId=aa2dee344d4a41b3a216fd0083745b69

